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Legal eagles: (I-r) Charles Afeku, Luke Danielson, Dominic Gambino and Kristi Disney are part of the SDSG
team that is working to make an impact in resource development on a global scale.

Small operation
strives for big impact

Local legal team sets sights on
worldwide resource development

Matt Smith
Times Staff Writer

As the mining industry
attempts to clean up its act on
a global scale, a group of ambi-
tious legal eagles are leading the
charge from their modest head-
quarters located in downtown
Gunnison.

The Sustainable Development
Strategies Group (SDSG) is the
brainchild of local attorney Luke
Danielson. Before moving his
practice to Gunnison in 2002,
he spent years working on min-
ing related projects all over the
world.

“Just as we were beginning
to get a much better handle on
how the industry operated ...
the industry started exploding
abroad,” said Danielson. “I got
bit by the international bug.”

After earning a Fulbright
Scholarship, Danielson spent
time teaching environmental
law at the University of Chile
and moonlighted as a consultant
to the Chilean Mines Ministry.
On his next project, with the
International Development
Research Center in Canada, he
helped coordinate studies in 23
Latin American nations that have
active mining sites.

All the years of acquired
knowledge led to a tipping point.
That's when Danielson decid-
ed there was room for another
party at the table when it came
to pursuing sustainable natural
resource development.

For the past few weeks, five
members of the SDSG team have
spent countless hours work-
ing from their computers in an
upstairs office on Main Street
in Gunnison. Among their proj-
ects is creating a Model Mining
Development Agreement
(MMDA) that would set a proto-
col for the industry to adhere to
in countries all over the world.

“If yowve lived with mining or
seen its effects, you can't forget

the images of devastation that
it leaves behind,” said Charles
Afeku, a lawyer from Ghana who
is working with the SDSG. “I've
also seen the benefits that it can
bring. The challenge is to think
about what you can do to mini-
mize the problems and augment
the values.”

One piece of the MMDA is
incorporating a “social license”
to operate. Under the license’s
stipulations, each developer
would be held responsible for
where revenues end up and how
the land and its people are treat-

The challenge
is to think about
what you can do
to minimize the

problems and

augment the
values.

Charles Afeku

ed in the process.

The concept has already
gained traction with government
entities and non-profit organi-
zations worldwide. The team’s
latest undertaking is piecing
together a case specific devel-
opment plan for the country of
Ecuador.

“All we need is an Internet
connection and we'’re set,” said
Kristi Disney, a graduate stu-
dent at the University of Denver
(DU), who is interning with
the SDSG this summer. “I never
thought I'd be able to work on
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this type of international law
from Gunnison, but it's an amaz-
ing opportunity that brings a lot
to the area.”

Both Afeku and Disney found
out about the SDSG while tak-
ing one of Danielson’s courses at
DU. His intensive three course
series, entitled “Sustainable
Development of Natural
Resources,” is a major piece to
SDSG’s progress.

In taking a closer look at how
past development has occurred,
his students learn about social
and political factors — such as
impacts made to local language
and culture, effects on gender
relationships, inequalities in the
distribution of income and loss
of subsistence resources.

“Ultimately, the successful
natural resource project of the
future is one that meets interna-
tional expectations, clearly bene-
fits the nation and which is good
for the communities around it,”
said Danielson. “That’s a tall
order given the way we've done
things in the past, but that’s
where we plan to go.”

He went on to explain that
the SDSG could make important
contributions to the local econ-
omy. By putting Gunnison at
the center of a hot international
topic, Danielson feels that could
be a drawing point for experts
worldwide.

“My vision of this is, in five
or six years we’ll have what
amounts to a small, little non-
profit business that’s employ-
ing some people and creating
some economic spin-off,” said
Danielson. “Getting a group of
experts to come to Crested Butte
in August to go to a little confer-
ence might not be so hard.”

For more information about
the SDSG and its current proj-
ects and staff, visit sdsg.org.

(Matt Smith can be contacted at
970.641.1414 or mattsmith@gun-
nisontimes.com)
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Private Hunting &
Fishin

Retreat

Very private 560 acre ranch located
in hunting Unit 66, good access
off hwy 149. Fenced, surrounded
by BLM, deeded water rights
& Sage Grouse Conservation
Easement in place. 4 br/2ba home,

garage, greenhouse & 4 stall barn.
645,000.

WOULD CONSIDER TRADE FOR AREA HOME!

Call Donna, Hall Realty, Inc.
@ 970-944-8110 or email donna@hallrealty.net [E

242 acres perimeter fenced &
surrounded by public land with
Sage Grouse Conservation
Easement in place. Adjacent
to Blue Mesa Reservoir.

2 bedroom, 1 bath home.
$397,000.

The Light Touch by Rick Miller

Government programs have three things in common—
a beginning, a muddle and no end.
skeskesk
Don't be too critical of your child’s spelling, unless
you are sure all your old school papers have been
destroyed. X
sksksk
Smart folks learn by the mistakes of others, fools by

their own.
skekk

As scarce as truth is, the supply has always exceeded the demand.
sksksk

A bird in the hand is safer than one overhead. Oops!

ook
Wing your way to Miller Furniture Store for super specials all the time.

A 7-)-, i : - : >
Mer Furniture Store ‘ 315 North Main Street 1§/Ign3(1;n
Home Decorating Center 641 -0760 Sat: 9-3

Sawtooth Mountain Woodworks, Inc.

“Serving Gunnison County for 19 Years”

Kitchen & Bath Showroom

Custom Cabinetry built on-site

We are proud to offer several semi-custom cabinet lines
TO FIT ANY BUDGET

Counter Tops of all types, Closet Systems, Doors, Trim and Hardware
COMPLETE DESIGN SERVICES

(970) 641-0852

151 W. Hwy 50 « Gunnison, Colorado 81230 « sawtoothmountainwoodworks.com

| would like to THANK
CHAMBERLAND
ORTHOPAEDICS

= for buying my 2009 Market steer.
3 See you at the auction!
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