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Act 703

THE SEVEN HUNDRED AND THIRD

OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE, REPUBLIC
OF GHANA A
ENTITLED &

>
THE MINERALS AND Iy@N G ACT, 2006
_A,f{; )
ANACT to revise and consolidate the lay@ating to minerals and mining and to
provide for connected purposes. Cﬁ* )
DATE OF ASSENT: 22nd March, 2006.

ENACTED by the President and Parﬁ?ﬁ;\nent:

]

RS '
Ownershzi?memls and cadastral system

Minerals property of Re ic _

1. Everymineralinits n%ﬁ\/al state in, under or upon land in Ghana, rivers, streams,
water-courses throughout the country, the exclusive economic zone and an area
covered by the territorial sea or continental shelf is the property of the Republic and
is vested in the President in trust for the people of Ghana.

Compulsory acquisition of land

2. Where land is required to secure the development or utilization of a mineral
resource, the President may acquire the land or authorise its occupation and use
under an applicable enactment for the time being in force,

Land available for application for mineral right
3. Land in the country may be made the subject of an application for a mineral
right in respect of a mineral specified in the application, other than land which is
(a) the subject of an existing mineral right in respect of the specified -
mineral, or
(b) expresslyreserved, by or under this Act or any other enactment from
becoming the subject of a mineral right.
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Mmlster may reserve land from mining :
4. (1) TheMinister may, by Executive Instrument declare land, not bemg the
subject of a mineral right, to be reserved from,
(a) becoming the subject of an application for a mineral right for a
mineral, or
(b) becoming the subject of an application for a mineral right in respect
of specified minerals or of all minerals except specified minerals.

(2) AnExecutive Instrument issued shall be by the authority of the President.

Power of Minister to grant mineral rights

5. (1) Subjectto subsections (4) and (5), the Minister on behalf of the President
and on the recommendation of the Commission may negotiate, grant, revoke, sus-
pend or renew mineral rights in accordance with t ct.

(2) Where the Minister grants a mineral ng}({t\ihe Minister shall determine the
land subject to the grant. //\_\y

(3) Where the Minister determines n@ grmt an application or determines
to grant an application over a part of the laz@‘a’pplied for, the Minister shall give the
applicant written reasons. &t"‘

(4) A transaction contract or@’;dertakmg involving the grant of a right or
concession by or on behalf of a pefson or body of persons, for the exploitation of a
mineral in Ghana shall be subj ec;gii@ratlﬁcatlon by Parliament.

(5) Parliament may, bygesolution supported by the Votes of not less than two-
thirds of all the members of‘i%r 1ament, exempt from the provisions of subsection (4)
of this section a pamcul@lass of transactions, contract or undertakmgs .

Exportation and disposal of minerals
6. (1) Except otherwise provided in this Act, a person shall not export, sell or

otherwise dispose of a mineral, unless the person holds a licence granted by the
Minister for that purpose.

(2) Anapplication for a licence shall be made in writing to the Mlmster in the
prescribed manner.

(3) The Minister, on the recommendation of the Commission may issue the
licence in the form and on conditions determined by the Minister.

(4) Alicenceissued isnot transferable.

(5) Shipment ofrough diamonds to and from Ghana shall be subject to rules
and Regulations as prescribed and shall be in accordance with the Kimberley Process
Certification Scheme.
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Government’s right of pre-emption
7. (1) The Minister has the right of pre-emption of all minerals raised, won or
obtained in Ghana and from any area covered by territorial waters, the exclusive
economic zone or the continental shelf and products derived from the refining or
treatment of these minerals.
(2) The Government may, by an Executive Instrument, appoint a statutory
bodyto act as its agent for the exercise of the right of pre-emption.

Cadastral system
8. (1) Forpurposes of this Act, the surface of the Earth shall be deemed to be
divided in accordance with the co-ordinates represented in the official maps of Ghana
held at the Commission at a scale of 1:50,000,
(@) bythe meridian of Greenwich and by meridians that are at a distance
. from that meridian of 15 or amultiple o£15 seconds of longitude,
(b) bythe equator and by parallels of lat@tle that are at a distance from
the equator of 15 or amultiple of 156econds of latitude, into sectlons
(“‘geometric sections’) each of’ w,hrch is bounded,
(c) - by portions of those 2 merldmvgsvthat are at a distance from each
other of 15 seconds of longittde, and
(d) byportions of 2 of those pafallels of latitude that are at a distance
from each other of 15 secgnds of latitude.
(2) Forpurposes of thisAct,
(a) ageometric section thatis wholly within Ghana constitutes a block and
(b) where only part ¢4 geometric section is within Ghana, that part
constitutes a blqsk:

(3) Despite the provisteris of paragraphs (a) and (B) of subsection (2), fractions
of blocks as may be presc@éd shall be acceptable in the case of a licence granted
for smallscalemining,

.. (4) Eachblock shallbe identified by reference to the code of the block on a
plan held at the Commission.

Mineral rights

Mining activities require mineral right
9. (1) Despite aright or title which a person may have to land i in, upon or under

which minerals are situated, a person shall not conduct a activities on or over land in
Ghana for the search, reconnaissance, prospecting, exploration or mining for a mineral
unless the person has been granted a mineral right in accordance with this Act.

(2), Activities conducted under a mineral right shall be limited to the activities
permitted by the mineral right.

(3) Subsection (1) does not prevent a government institution or agency from
conducting geological activities in accordance with its powers under an enactment.



Act 703 Minerals and Mining Act, 2006

Qualification for grant of mineral right

10. Unless otherwise provided in this Act, amineral right shall not be granted to a
person unless the person is a body incorporated under the Companies Code 1963
(Act 179), under the Incorporated Private Partnerships Act 1962 (Act 152) or
under an enactment in force.

~

Application for mineral rights
11. Anapplication for amineralright shall be submitted to the Minerals Commission
in the prescribed form and shall be accompanied with a statement providing,
(a) particulars of the financial and technical resources available to the
applicant for the proposed mineral operations,
(b) -an estimate of the amount of money proposed to be spent on the
operations, ”V
(c) particulars of the programme of pr osed mineral operations, and
(d) particulars ofthe apphcant s propos”"}s with respectto the employment
and training in the mining mdusbryaf Ghanaians.

Recommendation to the Minister @

12. The Commission shall, unless dej&y Occurs because of a request for further
information from an applicant or a ;%‘33? is caused by the applicant, submit its
recommendation on an application f@M1n1neral right to the Minister within ninety
days of receipt of the application. -

Grant of mineral rights »«”il“*.;:‘

13. (1) The Minister sha \within sixty days on receipt of recommendation from
the Commission make a deg&; and notify the applicant in wrltlng of the decision on
the application and where the application is approved, the notice shall include details
of the area, the period aftd'the mineral subject to the mineral right.

(2) TheMinister shall, not less than forty-five days prior to making a decision
under subsection (1), give a notice in writing of a pending application for the grant of
amineral right in respect of the land to a chief or allodial owner and the relevant
District Assembly.

(3) Anotice given under subsection (2) shall

(a) state the proposed boundaries of the land in relation to which the
mineral right is applied for, and
(b) bepublished in _
()  amannercustomarily acceptable to the areas concemed, and
(i) the Gazette and exhibited at the offices of the District
Assembly within whose district, a part of the area is situated.

(4) Theapplicant shall within sixty days of receipt of notification of approval,
notify the Minister in writing of acceptance of the offer of the grant.
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(5) The Minister shall upon receipt of the notification of acceptance of the
offer, grant the mineral right to the applicant.

(6) Anapproved application shall lapse if the applicant fails to notify the
Minister of an acceptance in accordance with subsection (4).

(7) Subject to the provision of this Act, a mineral right shall be subject to the
terms and conditions that are prescribed from time to time,

(8) Therights and obligations of a holder of mineral right shall apply to the
agents and employees of the holder.

(9) Subject to sections 73 and 74, a mineral right granted by the Minister
under this section is sufficient authority for the holder over the land and entitles the
holder to enter the land in respect of which the right is granted.

(10) The holder of a mineral ri ght shall not remove or destroy a mineral
obtained by the holder in the course of a mineral opera&s without the permission in
writing of the head of the Inspectorate Division of the Commission.

(11) Despite subsection (10), cores and samiples may be retained byaholder
for the purpose of assay, identification or anal &is'of the mineral.

(12) Wherea coreis retained under ection (11), the holder shall maintain
in respect of the core or sample, particularsufficient for the identification of

(a) the core or sample, and > '

(b) thelocation and geologi?al horizon ofits origin
as the head of the Inspectorate Divisien of the Commission may in consultation with
the Director of Geological Surv @e}{artment determine. :

(13) Geological core samaples may after assaying, identification or analysis of
amineral be disposed of on lywith the express consent of the Commission givenin
consultation with the Geological Survey Department.

Assignment of nﬁneral}ights
14. (1) A mineral right shall not in whole or in part be transferred, assigned,

mortgaged or otherwise encumbered or dealt in, in a manner without the prior
approval in writing of the Minister, which approval shall not be unreasonably with-
held or given subject to unreasonable conditions. g

(2) Where the Minister has not given a decision in writing to the applicant,
within thirty days of receipt of an application for approval, the Minister shall upon a
request from the applicant give written reasons to the applicant for the failure to
communicate a decision on the application.

(3) Thereasons required under subsection (2) shall be sent to the applicant
within fourteen days of receipt of the request. '

(4). A dispute between the Minister and an applicant or holder in respect of a
decision of the Minister under subsection (1), shall be referred for resolution under
section 27,
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(5) Subject to the other provisions of this section, an undivided proportion
ate part of a mineral right or application for a mineral right may be transferred, as
signed, mortgaged or otherwise encumbered or dealt with. S

Amendment of mineral right to add other minerals
15. (1) Where in the course of exercising amineral right under this Act, the holde
discovers an indication of a mineral not included in the mineral right, the holder sha.
within thirty days of the discovery,notify the Commission and Geological Surve
Department in writing of the discovery.
(2) The notification given under subsection (1) shall
(a) contain particulars of the discovery, and
(b) thesite and circumstances of the discovery.

(3) Theholder of the mineral right may in tlgéja?escﬁbed form, apply for th

mineral right to be amended to A
(a) include an additional mineral, 9%‘:\"
(b) exclude amineral. O

(4) Subjectto this Actand unlessﬁﬂ@%and which is the subject of the miner:
right, is subjectto anothermineral right imﬁeis?ect of the mineral applied for under subsec
tion (3), the Minister shall amend thc,@".ﬁeral right on the terms*and conditions the
- may be prescribed. C‘; .

(5) A mineral right shql};gof be granted for another mineral over the sam
area of land subject to an existifigmineral right uniless the holder of the existing rigt
isnotified and given the fi ”Q}':;‘tion of applying for the right.

6) A notiﬁcaﬁon&%n under subsection (5) shall contain

(a) particulﬁ?of the mineral applied for, and
(b) the aredapplied for.

Obligations of holders of mineral rights

16. (1) Theholder of amirreral right shall at all times appoint a manager with tt
requisite qualification and experience to be in charge.of thatholder’s mineral oper:
tions. i : : .
(2) The holder of a mineral right shallnotify the Head of the Inspectora
Division of the Commission in writing of the appointment of a manager and on eac
change of the manager. "
Water right

17. Subject to obtaining the requisite approvals or licences under the Wat
Resources Commission Act 1996 (Act 552), a holder of a mineral right may, f¢
purposes of or ancillary to the mineral operations, obtain, divert, impound, conve
and use water from a river, stream, underground reservoir or watercourse within th
land the subject of the mineral right.

10
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Forestry and environmental protection

18. (1) Before undertaking an activity or operation under a mineral right, the
holder of the mineral right shall obtain the necessary approvals and permits required
~ from the Forestry Commission and the Environmental Protection Agency for the
protection of natural resources, public health and the environment.

(2) Without limiting subsection (1), a holder of a mineral ri ght shall comply

with the applicable Regulations made under this Act and any other enactment for the
protection of the environment in so far as relates to exploitation of minerals.

Records of and reports by mineral right holders

19. (1) Aholderofamineral right shall maintain, at an address in Ghana notified
to the Commission for the purposes of this section, the documents and records that
may be prescribed and shall permit an authorised officer of the Commission at a
reasonable time to inspect the documents and recordsrand take copies of them.

(2) Aholderofamineral right shall ﬁmﬁsh\tﬁé“(?omrrﬂssion, Geological Sur-

vey Department and other persons prescribed;ith such reports on the mineral
operations of and geological information aﬁq@d’by or on behalf of the holder.

Public access to information A“:é,\

20. (1) Records, documents and information fumished or attainedundersections 19
and 63 shall, as long as the holder orithe holder’s successor-in-title retains the
mineral right, or any mineral right granted in substitution over the area to which the
records, docurnents and informatiortelate, be treated as confidential and shall not
be divulged without the prior written consent of the holder.

(2) Subject to subsecfiyn (1), the records, documents and reports furnished
or attained under sections Lﬁﬁfd 63 shall be made available for inspection and copy
by the public, on paymentof the prescribed fee. '

(3) Nothingin this section prohibits the disclosure of confidential mformation,

(a) where the disclosure is necessary for the purposes of this Act or an
enactmen, . '

(b) forthepurposes ofa prosecution under this Act or any other enactment, or

(c) toapersonbeing aconsultant to the Commission or an officer who is
authorised by the Minister to receive the confidential information.

(4) A person to whom disclosure is made under this section is under an
obligation to treat the information as confidential. E
Copyright in information '

21. Despitealawto the contrary, the copyright in respectofthe documents, records
and information furnished or attained under sections 19 and 63 shall pass to and
reside with the Republic on and from the time that the records, documents and
information become available, under section 20(2) for inspection by the public.

11
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Royalties, rentals and fees

Application fee
22. Anapplicant for amineral right shall pay a fee as may be prescribed.

Annual ground rent
23. (1) Aholder of a mineral right, shall pay an annual ground rent as may
prescribed. : )

(2) Payments of annual ground rent shall be made to the owner of the land
successors and assigns of the owner except in the case of annual ground rent
respect of mineral rights over stool Jands, which shall be paid to the Office of t
Administrator of Stool Lands, for application in accordance with the Office of t
Administrator of Stool Lands Act 1994 (Act 481 )”’x ,

Annual mineral right fees A :
24. A holder of a mineral right shall pay an’anhual mineral right fee that may
prescribed and payment of the fee shall be gg‘z;i’_’ahe to the Commission.
Royalties A
25. A holder of a mining lease, rg-;;sﬁfcted’ mining lease or small scale mini
licence shall pay royalty that may b gscribed in respect of minerals obtained fiv
its mining operations to the Repug‘gef; except that the rate of royalty shall notbe m
than 6% o less than 3% of thedotal revenue of minerals obtained by the holder.

Recovery of debts ﬂ§~? ‘
26. A fee,royaltyor o%y'payment which falls due in respect of a mineral righ
otherwise under this AB¥is a debt owed to the Republic and recoverable in

Court. m%
Y

Dispute resolution

Dispute resolution
27. (1) Where a dispute arises between a holder of a mineral right and
Republic in respect of a matter expressly stated under this Act as amatter whichs.
be referred for resolution, all efforts shall be made through mutual discussion ar
agreed between the parties, by reference to alternative dispute resolution procedu
to reach an amicable settlement. 7
(2) Where adispute arises between a holder who is acitizen and the Repu
in respect of a matter expressly stated under this Act as a matter which shal
referred for resolution, which is not amicably resolved as provided in subsectior
within thirty days of the dispute arising or a longer period agreed between the pa
to the dispute, the dispute may be submitted by aparty to the dispute, to arbitra
for settlement in accordance with the Arbitration Act, 1961 (Act38)oranyo

enactment in force for resolution of disputes.

12
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(3) Where a dispute arises between a holder who is not a citizen and the
Republic in respect of a matter expressly stated under this Act as amatter which shall
be referred for resolution under this section, which is not amicably resolved as pro-
vided under subsection (1) within thirty days of the dispute arising or a longer period
agreed between the parties to the dispute, the dispute may,by a party to the dispute
giving notice to all other parties, be submitted to arbitration,

(@) inaccordance with an international machinery for the resolution of
investment disputes, as agreed to by the parties, or
(b) ifthe parties do not reach an agreement under paragraph (a) within
thirty days, or a longer period agreed between the parties, of the
matter being submitted to arbitration, in accordance with
(1) firstly, the framework of a bilateral or multilateral agreement
oninvestment protection to which the Republic and the country
of which the holderis a %%al, are parties, or
(@) secondly,ifno agreeme%}:ontemplated by subparagraph (i)
exists, the rules of pt@dure for arbitration of the United
Nations Commiggg n on International Trade Law,
UNCITRAL Rules
(4) Each agreement granting ag;;ineral right shall contain provisions on the

method of resolution of disputes thagmdy arise under the agreement.

(5) Where aholder has not{fted the Minister in writing that the holder wishes
to refer a dispute for resolutio%i@, but for this subsection,
(a) theterm of theghineral right would expire,
(b) thearea the subject of the mineral right, would be reduced, or
(¢) therights tiRder the mineral rightheld atthattime would be diminished,
the term, the area, the right held, as the case may be, shall continue without diminution
for the period ending thirty days after the determination of the dispute.

Capitalisation of expenditure ,

28. The holder of a mining lease is entitled to the capitalization of expenditure on
reconnaissance and prospecting approved by the Minister on the advice of the Com-
mission where the holder starts development of a commercial find.

Additional benefits ,
29. Theholder of a mineral right may be granted the following:

(@) exemption from payment of customs import dutyinrespect of plant,
machinery, equipment and accessories imported specifically and ex-
clusively for the mineral operations;

(b) exemption of staff from the payment of income tax on furnished ac-
commodation at the mine site;

13
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(c) immigration quota in respect of the approved number of expatri
personnel; and

(d) personal remittance quota for expatriate personnel free from
imposed by an enactment regulating the transfer of money out of
country. ‘

Transferability of capital .

30. (1) Aholderof amining lease who earns foreign exchange from mining
erations may be permitted by the Bank of Ghana to retain in an account, a portior
the foreign exchange earned, for use in acquiring spare parts and other inputs
quired for the mining operations, which would otherwise not be readily availa
without the use of the earnings.

(2) TheMinister for Finance, in consultation with the Minister acting on
advice of the Commission may, where the net earnings of a holder of a mining le:
from the holder’s mining operations are in foreign exchange, permit the holder of
lease to open and retain in an account, an amour}@";ét less than twenty five percen
the foreign exchange for AN

(a) theacquisition of spare parts, raverhaterials, and machinery and equipme

(b) debt servicing and dividendpayment,

(c) remittance in respect of quotas for expatriate personnel, and -

(d) thetransfer of capital in‘the event of a sale or liquidation of the mini
operations. ,:.5;(“”‘

(3) Anaccount opened and-operated under subsection (2) shall, with t
consent of the Bank of Ghana,hg%zéld in trust by a trustee appointed by the holder

N

the lease. P
(4) Subject to thisAst, a holder of a mining lease shall be guaranteed fi
transferability of convertible currency :
(a) through'the Bank of Ghana, or ‘
(b) - in theyease of a net foreign exchange holder, through the acco
opened under subsection (2).

Reconnaissance licence

Application for reconnaissance licence

31. (1) Subjectto this Act, the Minister may, on anapplication made by a qualifi
person and on the recommendation of the Commission, grant a reconnaissan
licence inrespect of all or a part of the area applied for and in respect of all or any
the minerals specified in the application.

(2) A reconnaissance licence may be granted for an initial period n
more than twelve months.

(3) Theareaofland inrespect of which a reconnaissance licence may
granted shall be a block or any number not more than five thousand contiguo
blocks each having a side in common with at least one other block the subject of t
application.

14
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Rights of holder of reconnaissance licence

32. (1) Subjectto this Act and the Regulations made under this Act, a reconnais-
sance licence confers on the holder and a person authorised, in accordance with this
Act by the holder of the reconnaissance licence, the exclusive right to carry on
reconnaissance in the reconnaissance area for the minerals to which the reconnals—
sance licence relates and to conduct other ancillary or incidental activity.

(2) Forthe purposes of exercising the right conferred under subsection (1),
aholder of a reconnaissance licence and a person authorised in accordance with this
Actby the holder of the reconnaissance licence, may enter the reconnaissance area
and erect camps or temporary buildings.

(3) A holder of areconnaissance licence shall not engage in a drilling or
excavation.

Application for extension of term of reconnalssanbe licence
33. (1) Aholder of areconnaissance licence ‘“ay not later than three months
before the expiration of the initial term of the hggl/ﬁ%e apply to the Minister for an
extension of the term of the reconnaissance thjice in respect of all or part of the
reconnaissance area.
(2) The form of the application sh%ﬂ&\f)e asmaybe prescrlbed

(3) Where an application for eﬁensmn of the term of a reconnaissance
licence is made under this section andh€ applicant has materially complied with the
obligations imposed by this Act W}Ehjespect to,

(a) theholding of thefi®ence, and
(b) theactivitiest be'conducted under the licence,
the Minister shall extend th of'the licence.

(4) Subjectto sul;§ect10n (5), areconnaissance licence may be extended

once only and for a period*hot exceeding twelve months. :
- 3)- Where at least one month before the end of the extended perlod or
- within the shorter period that the Minister may allow, the holder of a reconnaissance
licence satisfies the Minister that delay by a government institution in the issuarice of
a permit or in carrying out a lawful activity has resulted in delay by the holder in the
discharge of an obligation under the reconnaissance licence, the holder may applyin
writing to the Minister for extension and the Minister may extend the term of the
reconnaissance licence for a period not more than twelve months.

(6) Where aholder of a reconnaissance licence has made an application for
an extension of

(a) theterm ofthe licence, or
(b) the land and for some or all of the minerals the subject of the
reconnaissance licence,

15
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and the term of the reconnaissance licence would but for this subsection, expire, i
reconnaissance licence shall continue in force with respect to the land or minerals tl
subject of the application until the application is determined.
(7) Ifthe holder of a reconnaissance licence transfers the reconnaissanc
licence in accordance with this Act after making an application for
(a) an extension of the term of the licence, or
(b) aprospecting licence or mining lease in respect of all or part of t}
land and for some or all of the minerals the subjectof the reconnaissan
licerce,
the application shall continue in the name of the transferee, as 1f the transferee he
made it.

Prospecting lzcencev

Application for prospecting licence A
34. (1) The Minister may, onan apphcatmrﬁ’uly made by a qualified person ar
on the recommendation of the Comrmssmn%grant aprospecting licence in respect «

all'or any of the minerals specified in the cation.
(2) A prospecting licence shall l@‘granted for an initial period not exceedir
three years. e

-

(3) Theareaofland in resgf:ﬁt\of which a prospecting licence may be grante
shall be a block or a number not gxceeding 750 contiguous blocks each having a sic
in common with at least one othgf block the subject of the application.

(4) Ifaholderofa rgj‘bnnmssance licence applies for aprospectmg licenc
over all or part of the land/axd for amineral the subject of the reconnaissance licen
and the holder has matenially complied with the obligations imposed by this Act wi
respect to olt

(a) the holdmg ofthe licence, and

(b) the activities to be conducted under the licence, the Minister sha
within sixty days of the application, subject to the permits and oth
obligations required by law having been complied with, grant t}
applicant the prospecting licence on the conditions that shall be spec
fied in the licence.

(5) A dispute between the Minister and a holder in respect of any matter th:
arises under subsection (4), shall be referred for resolution under section 27.

Extensions of the term of a prospecting licence

35. (1) Theholder of a prospecting licence may, at any time but not later tha
three months before the expiration of the initial term of the licence, apply in the for
that may be prescribed to the Minister for an extension‘of the term of the prospectir
licence subject to section 38(3), for a further period not more than three years i
respect of all or any number of blocks the subject of the prospecting licence.
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(2) On an application duly made under subsection (1), and upon being
satisfied that the holder has complied with the obligations imposed by this Act with
respect to '

(@) theholding of the licence, and _

(b) the activities to be conducted under the prospecting licence, the
Minister shall on the recommendations of the Commission grant an
extension of the term of the prospecting licence.

(3) A dispute between the Minister and a holder in respect of a matter that
arises under subsection (2) shall be resolved under section 27.

(4) Where aholder ofa prospecting licence has made an application for an
extension of the term of the licence and the term of the prospecting licence would,
but for this subsection expire, the prospecting licence.shall continue in force in
respect of the land the subject of the application mtij{E@ application is determined.

(5) Where aholderofa prospecting licem@;%‘has made an application for a
mining lease and the term of the prospecting licgnce would, but for this subsection
expire, the licence shall continue in force wighiTespect to the land and minerals the
subject of the application until the applicati}g\@k’ determined.

(6) Ifthe holder ofaprospectin » H6ence transfers the prospecting licence in
accordance with this Act after making mapplication for

(a) the extension of the texii of the prospecting licence, or
(b) amininglease in respect of all or part of the land and for some or all
of the minerals ftﬁhgj%ubj ect of the prospecting licence,
the application shall continugfrthe name of the transferee as if the transferee had

¥
3

made the application. -
Programme of prospecting operations

36. (1) Aprospecting licence may not be granted unless the proposed programme
of mineral operations submitted with the application is, in the Minister’s reasonable
opinion, suitable in the circumstances.

(2) Theholderofa prospecting licence shall notify the Minister of an amend-
ment the holder wishes to make to the programme of prospecting operations and the
amendment shall, unless rejected by the Minister on reasonable grounds, within two
months after receipt of the notice, have effect after that period.

(3) The Minister may, upon an application made by the holder of a pros-
pecting licence, limit or suspend the obligation of the holder to carry on prospecting
operations, under terms and conditions that the Ministermayreasonably detemine.

(4) A disputebetween the Minister and 2 ho lder in_respect of a matter that
arises under subsections (1) or (2), shall be resolved under section 27,
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Rights and obligations of holder of a prospecting licence’
37. (1) The holder of a prospecting licence may in the exercise of the rigt
under the licence, enter upon land to which the licence relates to

@
(®)

- ©
@

prospect for the mineral in respect of which the licence is granted
make boreholes and excavations that may be necessary for t
prospecting purposes, .

erect camps and put up temporary buildings necessary fort
prospecting operations, and

conduct other activity ancillary or incidental to the prospecting.

(2) The holder of aprospecting licence shall

(@)
®)
()
)

()

(g

(R
7

commence prospecting operation within three months after the d:
ofthe issue of the licence, or at a time specified by the Minister,
demarcate and keep demarcated4he prospecting area in the p:

e
Ve

scribed manner, AL
carry on prospecting operationin accordance with the programme
prospecting operations, /<

notify the Minister thmtrgﬁ’the Commission, of any discovery
minerals to which the pecting licence relates withina period
thirty days from the dat& of the discovery, .

notify the Ministef through the Commission of the discovery ¢
mineral deposif which is of possible economic value within a per:
of thirty days{romn the date of the discovery,

fill back or othierwise make safe to the satisfaction ofthe Commiss
a boreh&or excavation made during the course of prospect:
operaiofs, '

unless the Commission otherwise stipulates, remove within sixty d
from the date of the expiration of the prospecting licence a car
temporary building or machinery erected or installed and make g
to the satisfaction of the Commission damage to the surface of
ground occasioned by the removal, ,_

subject to the condition of the prospecting licence, expend

prospecting not less than the amount specified inthe prospecting licence,

submit reports of other documents to persons at prescribed inter

and supporting documents containing required information.

(3) Moneys required to be spent under subsection (2) (k) and which are
yet spent shall be a debt to the Republic and recoverable from the holder in the Co

(4) The holder ofaprospecting licence shall to the satisfaction of the Mini
keep full and accurate records of the prospecting operations showing particulars
the Minister may prescribe. '
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Compulsory reduction of area of prospecting licence .

38. (1) Subject to this section, the holder of a prospecting licence shall, prior to
or at the expiration of the initial term, surrender not less than half the number of
blocks of the prospecting area so long as a minimum of one hundred and twenty-five
blocks remain subject to the licence and the blocks form not more than three discrete
areas each consisting of .

(a) asingleblock, or
() anumber ofblocks each having a side in common with at least one
other block in that area.

(2) Where, at least one month before the end of the term or within a shorter
period that the Minister may allow, the holder of a prospecting licence satisfies the
Minister that delay by a government institution or agencyin the issuance of permits
or in carrying out a lawful activity have resulted in delay by the holder in the discharge
of an obligation under the prospecting licence, the holdérmay apply in writing to the
Minister for relief from the obligation to surrender lagidand the Minister may exempt
that holder from the requirements of this section, ;,\(ﬂ;xer whollyorin part, for aperiod,
niot more than twelve months and on other condé”&i&ns that the Minister thinks fit.

(3) A dispute between the Minister4nd a holder in respect of a matter that

arises under subsection (2), shall be resolg;‘q@ under section 27.
Mil;,@\/lease ’
Application for mining lease by h%M of reconnaissance licence or prospecting
licence ' AT _

39. (1) Aholderofa reconngissance licence or a prospecting licence may, prior
to the expiration of the licencefapply in the prescribed form for one or more mining
leases in respect of all or ang\ﬁfg"%?f the minerals the subject of the licence and in respect
of all or any one or moreZef the blocks which constitutes the reconnaissance or
prospecting area except that the blocks shall form not more than three discrete
. areas, with each consisting of ' -

(a) asingleblock, or
(b) anumber of blocks each having a side in common with at least one
other block in that area,
and each of which could be the subject of a separate mining lease application.

(2) Subject to this Act and upon an application duly made under subsection
(1), if the applicant has materially complied with the obligations imposed by this Act
with respect to, .

. (@) the holding ofthe lease, and -
_ (b) the activities to be conducted under the licence,
the Minister on the recommendation of the Commission shall, within sixty days of -
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receipt of the application and subject to all obligations having been satisfied, grant
applicant a mining lease on conditions specified in the lease.

(3) A dispute between the Minister and a holder in respect of a matter t
arises under subsection (2), shall be resolved under section 27.

Application for a mining lease by any other person

40. (1) A personmay applyin the prescribed form for a mining lease in resp
of amineral specified in the application over land that is not.the subject of amine
right for the mineral applied for.

(2) Onan application duly made, the Minister on the recommendation of
Commission, may grant the applicant a mining lease in respect of all or any of the I:
applied for and in respect of a mineral specified in the application on conditic
prescribed. -
Terms for the grant of a mininglease . R

41. (1) A mining lease shall be for an 1n1«t’1‘al term of thirty years or fora les
period that may be agreed with the apphceu‘j’t”’”“’"w

(2) The areainrespect of which@¥iining lease may be granted shall not
less than one block or more than three undred contiguous blocks each having as

in common with at least one other/bx;ilee the subject of the grant.

Rejection of an application fag‘jﬁ“mlnmg lease
42. (1) TheMinister shall riet reject an application for a mining lease made ury

thisAct, ) =

cerns of the Minister have been conveyed in writing

catit and the applicant has been given an opportunity to m:
approptiate amendments to the application or to the proposed p
gramtie of mineral operations and has within a reasonable time t
the Mlmster may permit, failed to do so, or

(b) onthe grounds that the applicant is in default, unless the Mlmster]
given the applicant notice of the default and the applicanfhas fai
within a reasonable time that may be specified in the notice to reme
the default.

(2) Adispute between the Minister and an applicant in respect of a mat
that arises under subsection (1) shall be referred for reéolutioh under section 27.

Government participation in mining lease

43. (1) Where amineralright is for mlmng or exploitation, the Government st
acquire a ten percent free carried interest in the rights and obligations of the mine
operations ih respect of which financial contribution shall not be paid by Gove

ment.
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(2) Subsection (1) does not preclude the Government from any other or
further participation in mineral operations that may be agreed with the holder.

Renewal of mining lease : :

44. (1) Aholderofamining lease may, at any time but not later than three months
before the expiration of the initial term of the mining lease or a shorter period that the
Minister allows, apply in a prescribed form to the Minister for an extension ofthe
term of the lease for a further period of up to thirty years in respect of all or any
number of contiguous blocks the subject of the lease and in respect of all or any of
the minerals the subject of the lease.

(2) Anapplication made under subsection (1) shall be accompanied with a

proposed programme of mineral operations.
‘ (3) On anapplication duly made under subsection (1) and if the holder has
materially complied with the obligations imposed by this Act with respect to the
holding of and activities pursuant to the mining }éage, the Minister shall grant the
extension of the term of the lease on conditionsspecified in writing.

(4) Where the holder has made an apph tion for an extension of the term of
the lease, and the term of the lease would Buffor this subsection, expire, the lease
shall continue in force in respect to the 'the subject of the application until the
application is determined. ) o .

(5) A dispute between the Minister and a holder in respect of a matter that
arises under this section, shall be gi“s@lved under section 27.

Amendment of programme (Qﬁﬁinin g operations .
45. (1) Aholder of a mini#ip lease shall notify the Minister of amendments the
holder intends to make to tla\é;aro gramme of mining operations and the amendments
shall, unless the Minister@‘;\reasonable grounds rejects them within two months after
being so notified, have effect afier that period.
(2) Adispute between the Minister and a holder in respect of a matter that
arises under this section, shall be resolved under section 27.

Rights conferred by mining lease
46. Subject to this Act and Regulations made under this Act, amining lease -
authorises the holder, the holder’s agents and employees and a person-authorised by
the holder, in accordance with this Act, to enter upon the land the subject of the
mining lease, to '
(@) conduct mineral operations including, without limitation, to mine for
the specified minerals of the mining lease,
(b) erectequipment, plant and buildings for the purposes of mining, trans-
porting, dressing, treating, smelting or refining the specified minerals
recovered by the holder during the mining operations,
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(c) take and remove from the land the specified minerals and dispos
them in accordance with the holder’s approved marketing plan,

(d) stack or dump a mineral or waste product as approved in the hold
Environmental Impact Statement, and

(e) conduct other incidental or ancillary activity.

Merger and enlargemeat of mineral rights

47. (1) Subject to this Act, if a holder of a mineral right covering contigu
blocks considers that the efficient and economic management of its operations
quire the merger of all or part of its mineral rights, the holder may apply to
Minister for the merger to be effected on the terms that may be agreed between
holder and the Minister.

(2) Aholder of amineral right may apply t to the Minister for the enlargen
of the area to which the lease relates by the inclusiest ofadditional contiguous blc
and the Minister may, subject to this Act, apptgve the apphcatlon if the Minist¢
satisfied on reasonable grounds that the adsﬁﬁonal area is required for the hold
operations. /,%4 v

(3) A dispute between the Miutister and a holder in respect of a matter
arises under this section, shall be resolved under section 27.

Stability agreement P O
48. (1) The Minister may as%part of amining lease enter into a stablhty agl
ment with the holder of the rm@mg lease, to ensure that the holder of the mining le
will not, for a period not e edlng fifteen years from the date of the agreement,
(a) be advers%y affected by anew enactment, order, instrumentor of
actionfhdde under a new enactment or changes to an enactmu
ordef}mstmment that existed at the time of the stability agreemen
other action taken under these that have the effect or purportto h
the effect of imposing obligations upon the holder or apphcant of
mining lease, and
(b) be adversely affected by subsequent changes to :
() thelevel of and payment of customs or other duties rela
to the entry of materials, goods, equipment and any ot
~ inputs necessary to the mining operations or project,
(i) thelevel of and payment of royalties, taxes, fees and ot
fiscal imports, and
(i) laws relating to exchange control, transfer of capital and d
dend remittance.

(2) A stability agreement entered into under subsection (1) shall be sub
to ratification by Parliament.
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Development agreement -

49. (1) The Minister on the advice of the Commission may enter into a developmen
agreement under 2 mining lease with a person where the proposed investment by the
person will exceed US$ five hundred million.

(2) Adevelopment agreement may contain provisions,
" (a) relating to the mineral ri ght or operations to be conducted under the
" mininglease,

(b) relating to the circumstance or manner in which the Minister wil]
exercise a discretion conferred by or under this Act,

(c) onstability terms as provided under section 48,

(d) relating to environmental issues and obligations of the holder to safe-
guard the environment in accordance with this Act or another
enactment, and

(¢) dealingwith the settlement of dispute$»’

(3) Adevelopment agreement is subj ect“t@ﬂ?‘tiﬁcation by Parliament.

Recruitment and training of Ghanaians /’<:’°f‘
50. (1) Inpursuance ofalocalisation po«lfg‘y each holder of a mining lease shall
submit to the Commission a detailed progfagiime for the recruitment and training of
A -

Ghanaién personnel as prescribed. A
(2) The programmeto be subﬁﬁ?t\t/ed under subsection (1) shall be a condition
for the grant of a mining lease. wg«'} .
(3) For the purposes Qg‘s‘ﬁbsection (1) “localisation” means a training
programme designed towarﬂqﬁls;ﬁle eventual replacement of expatriate personnel by

Ghanaian personnel. v

Suspension of productigh .

51. (1) Theholderdfa mining lease shall notify the Minister three months in
advance where the holder proposes to suspend production from the mine and shall in
each case, give reasons for the suspension.

(2) Where the holder is unable to give the required notice as provided under
subsection (1) for reasons beyond the holder’s control including, without limitation,
market conditions and the holder suspends production from a mine, the holder shall,
within fourteen days of the suspension notify the Minister.

(3) The suspension of production shall not exceed twelve months and the
holder may apply in writing to the Minister for extension for a period not exceeding
twelvemonths.

(4) Onreceiving the notification under subsection (1) or onrthe Ministér
becoming aware ofa suspension of production, the Minister shall cause the matter to
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be mvestigated and shall subject to any relevant requirement contained in the mi
lease ’
(a) give approval for the suspension, or ._
(b) direct the holder of the mining lease to resume full production a
mine by a specified date.

(5) Approval of suspension may be given subject to conditions thai
Minister may on the advice of the Commission determine.

Change of control of company holding mining lease

52. (1) A personmaynot become acontroller of a mining company unless
(@) theperson has served on the Minister notice in writing stating tha
person intends to become a controller of the mining company, a
(b) the Minister has, before the end of a period of two months begim
with the date of service of that ng;ﬁt:}e, notified the person in wri
that there is no objection to t} “person becoming a controller of
mining company or that period has elapsed without the Minister |
ing served on the persor advtitten notice of objection to the per

becoming a controller gfffie mining company.

(2) Anoticeunder paragragﬁfn) of subsection (1) shall contain informa
that the Minister may reasonabl}: direct and the Minister may; aftet receivin gano
from a person, by notice in writifig; require the person to provide additional infor
tion or documents the Minig&éﬁnay reasonably require to decide whether to ser
notice of objection or not, <

(3) Where addi@\ﬁal information or documents are required from a per
under subsection (2),@71;%"&116 between the giving of the notice and the receipt of
information or dociiments shall be added to the period specified in paragraph (&
subsection (1). '

(4) A notice served by a person under paragraph (a) of subsection (1) sl
not have effect if the person fails to acquire the controlling interest within a perios
one year from the date of service of the notice.

Objection to new or increased control _

53. (1) TheMinister shall serve a written notice of objection under this sect
on aperson who has given a notice under section 52 if the Minister considers
reasonable grounds that the public interest would be prejudiced by the person ¢
cermed becoming a controller of the mining company.

(2) Where aperson required to give anotice under section 52(1)(a) in e
tion to the person becoming a controller, becomes a controller of that descript
without having given the notice, the Minister shall serve the person with a writ
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notice of objection under this section within a period of six months after becoming
awate of that fact and may, for the purpose of deciding whether to serve the notice,
require the person by notice in writing to provide information or documents that the
Minister may reasonably require.

(3) A dispute between the Minister and a person upon whom a notice of
objection is served under subsection (1) shall be referred for resolution under section
27. : -~

Contraventions by controller
54. (1) Aperson who contravenes section 52 by ‘
(a) failing to give the notice required under paragraph (a) of subsection
(1) of that section, or o
() becoming a controller of a description to which that section applies,
before the end of the period speciﬁedgi&ﬁ“*f)aragraph (b) of that sub-
section, unless the Minister has p! Viously notified the person in
writing that there is no objectiggifvte that person becoming such a

~

controller, v
T Y
comunits an offence. @?@/
(2) Apersonwho, NQ:Q

(a) contravenes section 5 3/ @Becoming acontroller of any description
after being served with.a notice of objection to that person becoming
a controller of that &%@cription, or ,
(b) having become a<€ontroller of any description, in.contravention of
that section, her before or after being served with a notice of
‘objection, cdgfinues to be the controller after the notice has been
served onghg person,
. . Y
commits an offence.
(3) Aperson convicted of an offence under this section is Liable on summary
conviction to a fine not more than the cedi equivalent of US$ twenty thousand or
imprisonment for a term not more than three years or to both.

Restriction and sale of shares
35. (1) The powers conferred by this section shall be exercised where a person,
(a) hascontravened section 53 bybecoming a controllerafterbeing served
with anotice of objection to the person becoming a controller, or
(b) having become a controller in contravention of section 53 continues
to be one after the notice has been served on the person.

(2) The Minister acting on the recommendation of the Commission may, by
Executive Instrument, order that specified shares to which this section applies shall,
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until further order is made, be subject to one or more of the following restrictions:

(a) atransfer of, or agreement to transfer those shares or, in the case of
unissued shares, a transfer of or agreement to transfer the right to be
issued with them shall be void;

(b) no voting rights shall be exercisable in respect of the shares

(c) no further shares shall be issued in right of them or in pursuance of an
offer made to their holder;

(d) exceptina liquidation, no payment shall be made for sums due from
the mining company on the shares, whether in respect of capital or

‘ otherwise.

(3) - The Minister may make an application to the High Court for the sale of
specified shares to which this section applies.

(4) On an application to the Court under subsection (3), the Court may
order the sale of specified shares and where the shares arg for the time being subject
to restrictions under subsection (2), order that they shaltegase to be subject to those
restrictions. &

(5) Forthe purpose of effecting a sale mdejﬁubsectlon (4), the Court may
order the holder or another person to executﬁé‘ﬁecessary transfer on behalfofa
holder and may order the directors of the relevantminmg company to enter the name
of the transfers in the appropriate register;despite the absence of a share or other
relevant certificate being lodged in respeet §f the shares and to issue a new certificate
to the transferee, and an instrument offransfer executed by the person pursuant to
the order shall be as effective as if 1thgd been executed by the registered holder of
the specified shares. ;;M

(6) Neither the Ministeggior any other person is liable to a holder or a person
who has an interest in the speeifiéd share or other person for an act done pursuant to
an order of the Court or fo);iﬁé consequences of the act.

(7) Where shares ate sold in pursuance of an order under this section, the
proceeds of sale, less the costs of the sale, shall be paid into Couitt for the benefit of
the persons beneficially interested in them and the person may apply to the Court for
the whole or part of the proceeds to be paid to that person.

(8) This section applies

(a) tothesharesor nghts o be issued with shares in the mining company
of which the person in question is a controller which are held by the
person or an associate of the person and which were not held
immediately before the person became a controller, and

(b) where the person in question became a controller of a mining com-
pany as aresult of the acquisition by the person or an associate of the
person of shares in another company, to all the shares or rights to be
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issued with shares in that company which are held by the person or
an associate of the person which were not held before the person
became the controller. _

(9) A copyofthe instrument referred to in subsection (2) shallbe served on
the person and on the mining company to whose shares it relates and, if it relates to
shares held by an associate of that person, on the associate, except that there is no
obligation to serve a copy of the order if the Minister does not know both the identity
and the address of the person to be served.

Notification of ceasing to be a controller '
56. A person shall notify the Minister in writing prior to or within fourteen days of
ceasing to be a controller of the mining company.
Notification by mining company
57. (1) Amining company shall give written notice to the Minister of the fact that
a'person has becone or ceased to be a controller of t;@%véompany._ '
(2) Anotice required to be given under su!zs;éﬁtion (1) shall be given within
fourteen days of the mining company becoming@%vare of the relevant facts.
(3) A mining company which fails to g16é the notice required under subsec-
tion (1) is Lable to an administrative penalty_of%é cedi equivalent of US$ one thousand
payable to the Commission. &

e
Investigation on behalf of the Minjsfer ‘
- 38. (1) Where the Minister considefs it desirable to do so in the public interest,
.the Minister may appoint one or IH6re competent persons to investigate and report
to the Minister on the ownershir oF control of a mining company. ‘

(2) The Minister shal@}kfympﬂy give to the mining company, written notice of
the appointment. - ‘ :
(3) Aperson whedg or was a director, controller, employee, agent, banker,
auditor or solicitor of a company which is under investi gation must :
(a) produce to the person appointed under subsection (1), within the
time and at the place in the country that the Minister may require, the
documents which are in that person’s custody or power, relevant to
the shareholding and board of directors to the company,
(b) attend before the person appointed at the time and place in the coun-
try that the investigator may require, and :
(¢c) give the investigator the assistance in connection with the investiga-
tion which the person is reasonably able to give,
and the investigator may take copies of or extracts from documents produced under
paragraph (a) of this subsection. : ' :
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(4) For the purpose of exercising the powers under this section, a person
appointed under subsection (1) accompanied by a police officer, may enter the
premises occupied by a company which is being investigated by the person under
this section; but the investigator shall not do so without prior notice in writing unless
the investigator has reasonable cause to believe that if notice wete given, documents
whose production could be required under this section, would be removed tampered
with or destroyed. :

(5) Aperson exercising power by virtue of an appointment under this section
shall, if so required, produce evidence of authority.

(6) Apersonwho, ;

(a) without reasonable excuse fails to produce documents which it is that
person’s duty to produce under subsection (2), '

(b) without reasonable excuse fails to att%d before the investigator

~ appointed under subsection (1) whe;i?equlred to do so,

(¢) without reasonable excuse fails tmiswer aquestion which is put to
the person by the investigator 2@&1 respect to the company which is
being investigated, or

(d) intentionallyobstructs a pex:géh in the exercise of theri ghts conferred
bysubsection (4), OV

commits an offence and is liable on ig%ﬁnary conviction to a fine not more than the
cedi equivalent of USS$ ten thousandﬂr a term of imprisonment not exceeding three
years or to both. ' ""’s

(7) A statement ma@ a person in compliance with a requirement under
this section may be used in gwidence against the person.

(8) Nothing in thissection requires disclosure of an information or document
by a person which the person is entitled to refuseto disclose or provide under the -
Evidence Decree, 1975 (N.R.C.D..323) or under some other enactment.

Mine support services
59. Persons or companies providing prescribed services to a holder of a mineral

right and registered with the Commission may be granted concession as prescribed.

Special share to Republic
60. (1) TheMinister may by notice in writing to a mining company require the
mining company to issue to the Republic a special share, by whatever name called in
the company for no consideration.
(2) A special share shall constitute a separate class of shares and shall have
the rights that shall be agreed between the Minister and the company, but in the
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absence of the agreement shall have the following rights: :

(a) aspecial share is a preference share and shall carry no right to vote
but the holder is entitled to receive notice ofand to attend and speak
at a general meeting of the members of the company or a separate
meeting of the holders of a class of shares in the company;,

(b) the special share may only be issued to, held by or transferred to the
President, the Minister or another person acting on behalf of the
Republic and authorised in writing by the President or the Minister;

(c) thespecial share shall not confer a right to participate in the dividends,
profits or assets of the company or areturn of assets in a winding up
or liquidation of the company;

(d) the holder of the special share may require the company to redeem
the special share at any time for no constderation or for a considera-
tion determined by the company an@p:gyable to the holder on behalf
ofthe Republic; PN

(e) eachofthe following matters shafll/iy)e taken to be a variation ofthe
rights thatattach to the special share, and shall accordingly be effective
only with the prior written cqgf@ tofthe holder of the special share,
which consent may not be umeasonably delayed orwithheld or made
subject to unreasonable cenditions,

()  anamendment'to’or removal ofa provision in the constitu-
tion, regula;;:gwﬁs, bye-laws, articles of association, or other
equivalentocument regulating the company which reflect

or ﬁu’[hg-‘&ie intention of all or any of the provisions of this

sectioxer of sections 51 to 60;

(@ the xg‘{nntary winding-up or voluntary Ifiquidation of the com-
panyg

(i) the disposal ofa mining lease granted under thig Actora
repealed law upon whichmin; g operations are conducted or

of the whole or a material part of the assets of the company
which are attributable to the company’s operations in Ghana
but are not held in the country. '

(3) Amining company which fails to comply for a period of two months with
anotice served under subsection (1) commits an offence and is liable on summary
conviction to a fine not more than the cedi equivalent of US$ ten thousand.

(4) Adispute between the Minister and a holder in respect of a matter that
arises under this section shall be referred for resolution under section 27,

Modification of application of Companies Code (Act179)
61. The provisions of sections 51 to-60 shall apply and be implemented despite
(a) provisions of the Companies Code, 1963 (Act 179),
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(b) provisions in the constitution, regulations, bye-laws or articles of
association of any company, or

(c) anagreement to which a company is a party, other than an agreement
between a company and the Republic that rélates to the application
of the sections. ‘

Radio-active minerals

Radio-active minerals
62. (1) The provisions ofthis Act which relate to reconnaissance, prospecting
and mining of minerals shall, subject to the provisions contained in sections 62 to 66,
apply to radio-active minerals with the modifications that may be necessary.
(2)- Where aradioactive mineral is discovered in the course of exercising a
right under this Act or under another enactment, the holder of the mineral right oy
another person shall immediately notify the Comnuss;gnﬂnd the Geological Survey

Department of the discovery. A
(3) Where aradio-active mineral is dlsco{f%”féd on land other than land subs
ject to amineral right, the owner of the land sh ediately notify the Commissior

and the Geéological Survey Department of th%idl covery.

Holder of radio-active mineral right tox€port operations"

63. A holder ofalicence or lease under section 62 shall within the first week o
each month furnish the Commission, ﬁ&d the Geological Survey Department with a
true report in writing of the prosp ecnng and mining operations conducted by th
holder in the immediately preced@ ‘month with respect to radioactive minerals.

Export of radio-active minera’ -

64. (1) A person shal]l fiot export a radio-active mineral except under and i
~ accordance with the terms ard conditions of a permit granted by the Minister for tha!
purpose.

(2) A permitissued under subsection (1) shall be in the form and shall by
subj ect to the payment of the fee that the Minister may on the advice of the Comrmq
sion determine.

Offencé and penalties under sections 62 to 64

65. (1) A personwho contravenes section 62 to 64 or obtains a permit by mean
of a false statement or representation commits an offence and is liable on summar
conviction to a fine not more than the cedi equivalent of US$ fifty thousand or t
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years or both.

(2) The court before which a person is convicted of an offence under su

section (1) shall order the forfeiture to the State of any radio-active miner]i
obtained by the person convicted.
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Powers of search and arrest

66. Apolice officer not below the rank of an Inspector, a senior official of the
Inspectorate Division of the Commission, and an officer authorised by the Minister
may, for the purpose of enforcing section 62 to 66 without warrant,

(a) enterand search a place where the officer has reasonable grounds to
suspect that an offence under section 65 has been or is about to be
committed,

(b) searchand arrest a person who the officer has reasonable grounds to
suspect to have committed or is about to commit an offence under
section 65, .

(c) seizeradio-active mineral which the officersuspects to have been
obtained contrary to sections 62 and 63, ‘

(@) seize prospecting or mining apparatus, which is used or about to be
used in the commission of an offence (g&der section 64.

Surrender, suspension and car@llation ofa
mineral rig[é?@) :
Surrender of a mineral right . A&fg?"

67. (1) Aholder of a mineral right whowishes to surrender all or 4 part of the
land subject to the mineral right shall appljg.ﬁ) the Minister for a certificate of surren-
der not later than two months before the ¢ date on which the holder wishes the surren-
der to take effect. A@"’ ~ ‘

(2) Anapplication under subSection (1) shall be in accordance with prescribed
Regulations. N

(3) Subjectto subsecﬁi&ﬂf (4), upon an application duly made under subsec-
tion (1), the Minister shall f§§{ie a certificate of surrender in respect of the land to
which the application relates. "

(4) The Minister shall not issue a certificate of surrender

(a) toan applicant who is in default,

(b) toanapplicant who fails to give records and reports in relation to the
applicant’s mineral operations,

(¢) wherethe Minister is not satisfied that the applicant will surrender the
land ina condition which is safe and accords with good mining practice, or

(d) inrespectof land, ifthe remaining area of the land after the surrender

- . would not be less than one block. ' :

(5) ‘Where a certificate of surrender is issued under this section, the Minister
shall, where only part of the land subject to the mineral right is surrendered, amend
therelevant licence accordingly or cancel the mineral right where the surrender is in
respect of the whole area covered by the mineral right.
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(6) Land in respect of which a certificate of surrender is issued, shall be
treated as having been surrendered with effect from the date on which the certificate
of surrender isissued under subsection (3). -

(7) The surrender of land under this section shall not affect a liability incurred
by a person in respect of that land before the date on which the surrender took
effect.

Suspension and cancellation a mineral right
68. (1) The Minister on the recommendation of the Commission may suspend or
cancel amineral right if the holder,

(a) fails to make payment on the due date, whether due to the Republic
or another person, required by or under this Act,

(b) becomes insolvent or bankrupt, enters into an agreement or scheme
of composition with the holder’s credi ors, or takes advantage of an
enactment for the benefit of its debtors-r goes into liquidation, ex-
cept as part of a scheme for an arr/aﬁsg‘e}ment or amalgamation, ‘

(c) makes astaterment to the Mixﬁstgpi:ﬁ’connection with its mineral right
which the holder knows or (}1@21 to have known to be materially

~ false,or ﬁfi‘%v
(d) forareason, becomes ine @ e to apply for a mineral right under this
Act. N '

(2) The Minister shall, before %épending or cancelling a mineral right under
subsection (1), give notice to the htder and shall in the notice, require the holder to
remedy a breach of the conditicfrof the mineral ri ght within a reasonable period,
being not less than one hundged and twenty days in the case of a mining lease or
restricted mining lease or si)&ys in the case of another mineral right and where the
breach cannot be remed{@’, to show cause to the reasonable satisfaction of the
Minister why the mineralfi ght should not be suspended or cancelled.

(3) Oncancellation of amineral right under this section, the right of the holder
shall cease but without prejudice to the liabilities or obligations incurred by another
person in relation to the mineral right prior to the date of the cancellation.

Suspension or cancellation of mining lease or restricted mining lease
69. (1) Without limiting the scope of section 68, the Minister may on the recom-
mendation of the Commission suspend or cancel a mining lease or a restricted mining
lease if the holder has failed other than for good cause, for a period of two years or
more, to carry out any or a material part of the holder’s programme or mineral
operations. '
(2) The Minister shall before suspending or cancelling a mining lease give
notice to the holder and shall in the notice, require the holder to remedy the breach
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within a reasonable period, being not less than one hundred and twenty days, and
where the breach cannot be remedied, to show cause to the reasonable satisfaction
of the Minister why the mining lease or restricted mining lease should not be sus-

pended or cancelled.
(3) A dispute between the Minister and a holder of mining lease in respect of
amatter arising under subsection (2) shall be referred for resolution under section 27.

Vesting of property on termination of mineral right
70. (1) When for areason a mineral right terminates, ,
(a) theperson who was the holder of the mineral right immediately prior

to the termination, or
(b) another person,

who 1s entitled to a mining plant lawfully erected or brought onto the land to which the
mineral right relates by the former holder, or a predecessor in title, may, within six
months of the termination of the mineral right or a furtiiér period allowed by the
Minister, remove the mining plant if the mining plant is retaoved solely for the purpose
of use by the former holder or a person deriving tit]gﬁ‘f‘ough the former holder, in
another relevant mining activity in the country. (Q\V

(2) A mining plantnot removed by the f @r holder within two months after
notice is given by the Minister to the former holder at any time after expiration of the
period referred to in subsection (1), shall ve;@“the Republic on the expiration of the
two month notice period, but the Minister may not give a notice under this subsection
if the land upon which the mining plant s fecated is the subject of a new mineral i ght

held by the former holder of the tenni,nﬁéj@d mineral right.

. . o . o
(3) Nothing in this section rg%f;oves or diminishes an obligation that the former
holder may have under this Act, affether enactment or a condition of amineral right,

to remove a mining plant and r@;%ﬁilitate the land.

Delivery of documents to ’@i\‘hister on termination of a mineral right
71. (1) Onthe termination of a mineral right, the former holder shall deliver to the
Minister or as the Minister directs, _
(a) therecords which the holder is obliged under this Act or Regulations
made under this Act to maintain,
(b) theplans and maps of the area covered by the mineral right prepared
by the holder or at the holder’s instructions, and
(c) other documents, including in electronic format, if available that relate
to the mineral right. '

(2) Aperson who fails to deliver, within thirty days from the date of being
called upon to do so by the Minister, a document which is required to be delivered
under subsection (1) commits an offence and is liable on summary convictionto a
fine not more than the cedi equivalent of US$ ten thousand or imprisonment for a
term not more than three years or to both.
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Surface rights and compensation

Surface rights :
72. (1) Theholderofamineral right shall exercise the rj ghts under this Actsubject

to limitations that relate to surface rights that apply under an enactment and further

limitations reasonably determined by the Minister. :

(2) In the case of a dispute between a‘holder of a mining lease and the
Minister concemning the limitatjons determined by the Minister under this subsection,
the dispute shall be referred for resolution under section 27.

(3) The lawful occupier of land within an area subject to a mineral right shall
retain the right to graze livestock upon or to cultivate the surface of the land if the
grazing or cultivation does not interfere with the mineral operationsin the area.

(4) Inthecaseofa mining area, the owner or lawful occupier of the land
within the mining area shall not erect a buildingora stryoture without the consent of

the holder of the mining lease, orif the consent is un):@és”bnably withheld, without the
consent of the Minister. O ‘

N

(5) Theowner ofamining lease shall, j mfﬁg presence of the owner or lawful
occupier or accredited representative of thek@'ner or lawful occupier of land, the -
subject of a mining lease and in the preseng ”féfan officer of the Government agency

N 4

responsible for land valuation carry o;l%‘survey of the crops and produce a crop

identification map for the compensatiopgip e event that mining activities are extended
to the areas. o

«

(6) Anowneror lawiﬁ"ul/g%1 ti’:l?)ier of land shall not upgrade to a higher value
crop without the written consentof'the holder of the mining lease, or if the consent is
unreasonably withheld, witlm;%fhe consent of the Minister.

Compensation for dis mﬁnce of owner’s surface rights

73. (1) The owner or lawful occupier of any land subject to a mineral ri ghtis
entitled to and may claim from the holder of the mineral right compensation for the
disturbance of the rights of the owner or occupier, in accordance with section 74.

(2) A claim for compensation under subsection (1) shall be copied to the
Minister and the Governmentagency responsible for land valuation,

(3) The amount of compensation payable under subsection (1) shall be
determined by agreement between the parties butif the parties are unable to reach an
agreement as to the amount of compensation, the matter shall be referred by either
partyto the Minister who shall, in consultation with the Government agencyresponsible
for land valuation and subject to this Act, determine the compensation payable by the
holder of the mineral right. .
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(4) The Minister shall ensure that inhabitants who prefer to be compens:
by way of resettlement as a result of being displaced by a proposed mineral opera
are settled on suitable alternate land, with due regard to their economic well-be
and social and cultural value, and the resettlement is carried out in accordance v
the relevant town planning laws. ' '

(5) The cost of resettlement under subsection (4) shall be borne bythe ho.
of the mineral right, )
(a) asagreed by the holder and the owner or occupier as provided un
subsection (3) or by separate agreement with the Minister, or
(b) maccordance with a determination by the Minister, except that wt
the holder elects to delay or abandon the proposed mineral operat
which will necessitate resettlement, the obligation to bear the cos
resettlement shall only arise upon the holder actually proceeding w
the mineral operation. '\:;F}
(6) Subject to this section, the Miui:@% and a person authorised by
Minister may take the necessary action to gi¥E effect to aresettlement agreemen

determination. - : 8
. 0 - /\4\2}}?/
Compensation principles K :

74. (1) Thecompensation to wb@an owner or lawful occupier may be entitl
may include compensation for, %w'
(a) deprivation of the'ise or a particular use of the natural surface of
land or part ofhe land,
(b) loss of or ddmiage to immovable properties,
(c) inthe caséofland under cultivation, loss of earnings or sustenar
suffered.py the owner or lawful occupier, having due regard to
" naturepftheir interest in the land,
(d) loss of expected income, depending on the nature of cropson
land and their life expectancy,
but no claim for compensation lies, whether under this Act or otherwise
(¢) inconsideration for permitting entryto the land for mineral operatio
() inrespect of the value of a mineral in, on or under the surface of{
land, or ' ,
(g) for loss or damage for which compensation cannot be assess
according to legal principles in monetary terms.

(2) Inmaking adetermination under section 73(3), the Minister shall obsei
the provisions of article 20(2)(a) of the Constitution which states that, in the case
compulsory acquisition of property, prompt payment of fair and adequate compe
sation shall be made.
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(3) Anagreement or determination in respect of a compensation to which an
owner or lawful occupier is entitled, shall take account of payments and the value of
benefits made or given to the owner or occupier in the past or uadertaken to be
made or given in the future by or on behalf of the holder and which are in the nature
of compensation, including without limitation,

(a) thecostof resettlement, -

(6) the annual ground rent, and _

(c) work that the holder has carried out or undertakes to carry out to
make good damage to the land and Improvements.

Access to the Court in respect of compensation

75. (1) Theowner or lawful occupier of land affected by a mineral right shall not
apply to the High Court for determination of compensation to which the person is
entitled unless the person is dissatisfied with the ter n50f compensation offered by
the holder of the mineral ri ght or as determined by the Minister under section 73(3)
or 73(5)(b). od '

(2) Theperson entitled to be compé@ed or the holder of the mineral right
may apply to the High Court fora review:dfa determination by the Minister made
under section 73(3) or 73 )). /«\3@ '

(3) Inproceedings brought béfé?e the High Court under subsection (2), the
High Court shall be exercising its gb‘%rvisory Jurisdiction.

mﬁdustrial minerals
Licences and leases for i@&@trial minerals
76. (1) Subject to se€tion 78 a person may,

(a) search for _iﬁdustrial mineral by reconnaissance,

(b) prospect for industrial mineral, or

(¢) mineforindustrial mineral ,
by holding a restricted reconnaissance licence, restricted prospecting licence or
restricted mining lease respectively granted by the Minister or a person authorised by
the Minister. '

(2) Exceptasprovided and subject to specific provision made in this Act in
respect of industrial minerals, the provisions of this Act relating to mineralrights apply

 toindustrialminerals subject to the exemptions and modifications that the Ministermay
prescribe,
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Limits on restricted licences and leases

77. (1) Arestricted reconnaissance licence, a restricted prospecting licence:;
arestricted mining lease may be granted by the Minister in respect of an indust
mineral specifiedin the grant and maybe amended to include other industria] minera)

(2) Arestricted mining lease shall be valid for the period that is specifiedin
lease but shall not be more than a period of fifteen years and may on an applicat
made to the Minjster be renewed by the Minister for further periods not more tt
fifteen years at any one time.

Qualification for application for restricted licence or restricted mining le:
78. (1) Arestricted reconnaissance licence, restricted prospecting licence
restricted mining lease shall not be granted to a person who is not a citizen .

(2) The Minister may on the reconnnendat{won of the Commission cance
mineral right granted under section 76-80, wh 1& the Minister is satisfied that t
holder has entered into an arrangement Witl;:é?sérson who is not a citizen whi
arrangement has the effect of transferring todltat person the benefit of the miner

right. N
Non-citizen’s right to apply for indugﬁ%?“a/l mineral right

79. (1) Apersonwhoisnota citizew'may apply for a mineral right in respect
industrial mineral provided the propé»é”féd investment in the mineral operations is U

ten million or above. A

(2) Iftheholder ofthe mﬁeml right fails, within the period of time specified
the holder’s programme of mifieral operations given with the application, or furth.
time permitted by the Minj er, to expend an amount equal to or greater than US

ten thousand, the Ministémay suspend or cancel the mineral right in accordanc

. . ‘(%
with section 68. oS

Special right of owner or occupier with regard to industrial minerals
80. Nothing in this Act prevents
(@) alocal authority on land owned byit, -
(b) theownerorlawfil occupierofland owned or occupied bythe person, ¢
(c) theholder of amineral right on land to which the right relates,
from prospecting for and mining anindustrial mineral to be used by the owner, occupic
or holder solely for building, road construction or agricultural purposes on the lanc
so long as the exercise of the right is not inconsistent with or detrimental to therighto
another person holding a mineral ri ghtin respect of the land.

Small scale miniﬂg
Application
81. Section 82 to0 99 apply to small scale mining only.
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Licence for small scale mining B

82. (1) Despite alaw to the contrary,a person shall not engage in or undertake
a small scale mining operation for a mineral unless there is in existence in respect of
the mining operation a licence granted by the Minister for Mines or by an officer
authorised by the Minister.

(2) Anapplication for a licence shall be made in a form the Mipister may
direct to the office of the Commission in the designated area and shall be submitted
with a fee the Minister may determine. :

(3) Where amineral licence has been granted over a parcel of land, another
mineral licence of the same kind shall not be granted in respect of the same land.

Qualification of applicant for small scale mining licence :
83. A licence for small-scale mining operation shall not be granted to a person
unless that person Y .
(a) isacitizenof Ghana, A
(b) has attained the age of eighteen Lé@s, and
(c) isregistered by the office of th\%(;ommission in an area designated
under section 90 (1). ) ’

Conditions for the grant of alicence ”@t\’ .

84. Except otherwise provided in segtion 82 to 99, a licence granted by the
Minister shall be in respect of the min_,e@speciﬁed in the licence and shall be subject
to conditions specified in the 1icenq&‘%’

o

Duration of a licence P '
85. (1) Alicence granted ynider section 82 (1) to a person, a group of persons,
a co-operative society or a ¢oippany shall be for a period not more than five years
from the date of issue in the fist instance and may be renewed on expiry for a further
period that the Minister 1pgy determine.

(2) The Minister may by legislative instrument and on the advice of the
Commission, prescribe the fees payable for the grant and renewal of licences for
small-scale mining. ' ‘
Areas covered by licence

86. The size of the area in respect of which a licence may be granted for small-
scale mining shall be in accordance with the number of blocks prescribed.

Revocation of licence
87. The Minister may revoke a licence granted under section 82 (1) where,

(a) theMinister is satisfied that the licensee has contravened or failed to.
comply with a term or condition of the licence or a requirement
applicable to the licensee, '

(b) thelicensee is convicted of any offence relating to the smuggling or
illegal sale or dealing in minerals, or '

(c) theMinister is satisfied that it is in the public interest to do so.
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Transfer of licence
88. A licence granted under section 82 (1) may be transferred only to acitiz
and with the consent of the Minister.

‘Designated areas
89. Where the Minister, after consultation with the Commission considers tha
is in the public interest to encourage small scale mining in an area, the Minister m
by notice in the Gazette, demgnate that area for small scale mining operations a
specify the mineral to be mined.

Establishment of District offices of the Commission

90. (1) The Commission may establish in an area designated for mining opel
tions; an Office to be known as the District Office of the Commission referred to
this Act as the “District Office”. "

(2) There shall be appointed by the Co 5ssmn a District Officer who sh:
be the head of the District Office of the Com% jon.

(3) ADistrict Office shallamong oth@pﬁmcﬂons
(@) complle aregister of the, @all scale miners and prospective sni:
: scale miners spec1fymg<partlculars that may be determmed byt
Minister;,

(b) superv1se and momQ the operation and activities of the small sca
miners and prospg: ive small scale miners;

(c) advise and previde training facilities and assistance necessary fi
effective any %‘men’t small scale mining operations,

(d) submit to fhg'Commission in a form and at intervals directed by tl
Comnns'?wn reports or other documents and information on sm¢
scale: ng activities within the District; and

‘(e) facilitate the formation of Small Scale Miners Associations.

Registration of prospective licensees
91. (1) Apersonengaged inor wishing to undertake a type of small scale minir
operation shall register with the District Office of the designated area where t}
‘person operates or intends to operate.
(2) A person shall not be granted a licence under section 82 (1) unless tt
person is registered under this section.

Small Scale Mining Committees
~ 92. (1) There s established in every designated area a Small Scale Minir
Committee.
*(2) The Committee consists of the following members:
(a) the District Chief Executive or the representative of the District Chis
Executive who shall be the chairperson of the Committee;
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(b) the District Officer appointed under section 90(2);. -

(c) one person nominated by the relevant District Assembly;

(d) one person nominated bythe relevant Traditional Cour;pﬂ;

(e) anofficer from the Inspectorate Division of the Commission; and
() anofficer from the Environmental Protection Agency.

(3) The Committee shall assist the District Office to effectively monitor
promote and develop mining operatiox:s inthe designated area.

(4) The members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Minister anc
shall hold office for a period and on terms and conditions determined by the Minister

Operations of small scale miners _

93. A person licensed under section 82 may win, mine and produce minerals by
an effective and efficient method and shall observe good mining practices, health and
safety rules and pay due regard to the protection of th%egwe’nvironment during mining

operations. A
N

Compensation for use of land N _

94. Where a licence is granted in a des; tiated area to a person other than the
owner ofthe land, the licensee shall pay coﬁmaﬁon for the use of the land and
destruction of crops to the owner of the landthat the Minister in consultation with the
Commission and the Government agenc@%ith responsibility for valuation of public
lands may prescribe. oy

Use of explosives Q} ’
95. A small-scale miner shall ndt without the written permission of the Minister on
the recommendation of the Cogﬁ%ssion use explosives in the area of operation. -

Purchase of mercury X

96. A small-scale min@ffﬁay purchase from an authorised mercury dealer the
quantities of mercury thafmay be reasonably necessary for the mining operations of
the small scale miner. '

Sale of minerals
97. (1) Thesaleofamineral won by alicensed small-scale miner sha]] be'subject
to Rules and Regulations prescribed by the Minister.
(2) Aperson is presumed to be lawfully in possession of minerals until the
contrary is proved. ‘
(3) Shipment ofrough diamonds to and from the country shall be subject to
rules and regulations as prescribed by the Minister and shall be in accordance with
the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme.

Sale of jewellery
98. (1) Nothing precludes a person from disposing of personal jewellery to an
authorised dealer or another person.
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(2). A personshall dispose of a gold artifact or gold coin bnly o an author
dealer. .

Offences and penalties under section 81 to 99
99. (1) A personwho buys or sells minerals without a licence granted w
~section 81 to 99 or without a valid authority granted under an enactment for the 1
being in force commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a minin
fine of three thousand penalty units or to imprisonment for a term niot more than
years or to both.
(2) Apersonwho, '
(a) without a licence granted by the Minister undertakes a small s
mining operation contrary to section 1, or
(b) actsin contravention of provision of this Actin respect of whic
offence has not been specified, commits an offence and is liabl
summary convictionto amlnlmum;ﬁne of one thousand penalty uni
to imprisonment for a term nof“more than three years or to both
(3) A court before which a person 1sxbnv10ted under this Act may in add:
to a penalty that it may impose, order the/fﬁrfelture to the State of the miner:
respect of which the offence was comn@ed.

Administration arti?éﬁ/[zscellaneous Provisions

Power of Minerals Commissiof )"

100. (1) The Commission shall exercise the powers and perform the functi
specified under thisActin re]a{f“ on to the Commission and shall under the directio
the Minister generally supgrvise the proper and effective 1mplementat10n of
provisions of this Act and Régulations made under this Act.

(2) TheMinistégshall obtain the advice and recommendation of the Commis
before exercising a power, discretion or making a determination or agreement pursi
to this Act and Regutations made under this Act.
’ (3) Except as provided under section 82 to 99 in respect of small st
mining, an application for a mineral right and mineral licence shall be submitted tc
Commission for processing.

“Inspectorate Division of the Commission
101. Thereis established in the Minerals Commission, a division of the Corm
sion to be known as the Inspectorate Division of the Commission.

Functions of the Inspectorate Division
102. (1) The head of the Inspectorate Division or an ofﬁcer authorized by
head may at reasonable times enter a reconnaissance, prospecting, or mining are
premises in'the area other than a dwelling house to .
(a) break up the surface of land in the area for the purpose of ascertair
the rocks or minerals in or under the land,
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(b) take samples or specimen of rocks, ore or concentrates, tailings o
minerals situated in an area under a mineral i ght for inspection o
assay, '

(c) 1inspect the explosives magazine on a mine and direct in what manne
an explosive shall be stored,

(d) inspect the area of mineral operations to ascertain whether ¢

Awisance is created in the area by the mineral operations,

() examihe documents and records required to be kept under this Act,
Regulations made under the Act or the terms and conditions of 2
mineral right and take copies of the documents,

(f) enter into or upon land through which it may be necessary to pass for
the purpose of a survey, or : :

(g) givedirections and effect acts that are incidental or conducive to the
attainment of functions of the head ofthe Inspectorate Division under
this law. AN

(2) Thelnspectorate ofthe Division of thgé\s""mnﬁssion shall perform functions
as are conferred on the Division by law for th@f@ﬁective implementation of this Act.
(3) The head of the Inspectorate D '/f ion of the Commission or an officer
authorised by the head of the Division may hold an inquiry whenever there is an

occurrence on land which is subject to ﬁ;&ﬁ’meral right.

Register of mineral rights ol

103. (1) The Commission shél], in accordance with Regulations, maintain a
register of mineral rights in whiglrshall be promptly recorded applications, grants,
variations and dealings in, assiééﬁments, tranisfers, suspensions and cancellations of
therights.- :

(2) The registe&ll be open to public inspection on payment of a
‘prescribed fee and mentbérs of the public shall upon request to the Commission and
on payment of the prescribed fee, be given a copy of the records.

Licence to buy and deal in minerals

104. Without limiting the effect of an enactment empowering a person or body to
purchase and deal in a mineral, theMinister in consultation with the Commission may
in writing, licence persons the Minister considers fit, to buy and deal in the types and
forms of minerals and under terms and conditions specified in the licence.

Preference for local products and employment of Ghanaians
105. (1) The holder of’a mineral right shall in the conduct of mineral operations,
and in the purchase, construction and installation of facilities, give preference to
(@) materials and products made in Ghana,
(b) service agencies located in the country and owned by
(1) citizens, ‘
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